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 Cooch Bebar:
e le tells

This Shiva fempa'a
in Cooch Behar is
perhaps the.only.one.
. _in India where -
: ammal sacrifice is
g gen.fury-o;‘d
trad:t_ion, reports
~ SOMEN SENGUPTA

orth Bengal is full of

historical and religious
* places wni::h pack rich folk-
lore of history and mytholo-
- 8Y- A Shiva temple in Cooch
Bchar has an interesting pa-
SL g iy
Baneswar temple is a uni-
que one as far as Hindu cus-

~century old tradition and
. non-vegetarian prasad is
offered to god. Situated on
| the Cooch Behar-Alipurd-
" uar highway the temple is
- located at a one-hour drive
from Toofanganj town. His-
. tory tells us that king

" Prasanna Narayan founded

. the temple ncarly 500 years
i - (o
Mythology has it thal
Usha, the daughter of Asur
Raj Banasur married Ani-
rudha, the grandson of Kri-
| shna. The marriage was
.conducted without the con-
| sent of Banasur who chai-
| ned Anirudha in his palace.
This led -to a war between
i Krishna. and Banasur,

ga This is perhaps the
0n1y hiva temple in India
~ where animal sacrifice is a
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Banasur being a devotee of
Shiva, the lord played the

role of peacemaker between .
them and Banasur’s con-

sent was obtained. = = ¢

- Banasur conducted the
~marriage of his daughter
~with Anirudha at this place
and the Shiva temple was .
thus founded and named

after Banasur. .

The way the temple has
been constructed is very dif-
ferent from the traditional
Bcngdl school of architec-.
ture. in which ekchala or
aatchala style is followed.
The outer structure is
squansh wnh a

gx% m e
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mund—shaped tower. Thc
temple has only one gate
with a Garvagriha where
the Shiva linga is placed.

~ Animal sacrifice specially
that of goats is an imfe'c

able part of the wltm-e 6f
the temple.. .

Here animals are not. sacn-
ficed by ' beheading but
hanged and killed by strik-
ing the head. .

This  merciless way of
killing  the animal is sup-
ported by sacred Hindu
texts. After objections it was
stopped in 1954. But on the
local people’s insistence the
old form of sacnﬁce is back.




