Rebirth of a nc
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e wicle highway tha
leaves Bhubaneswar
cily 9 km behind sud
denly takes a bend near
a bridge over an emack
aled niver. The unim
pressive river sibently
Mo st Lo i sl green bl More
thian 2000 years age hece on the bank
of fhis river and ai the fool ol ihis
sl bl pamesd Dhaaoli @ acad war
was lought. Ealinga as the place was
then known wiss attacked by king ol
Magadha, a duper power of our
anmcient history. The conguest ol
Baarkinga wias e hieved ot the expense ol
unimaginable los of lives, The dance
of death cawsed such devastation on
mature that the water ol the dver
turied red with liuman blood.

This made e super power King
broken lrom sbde and soon changed
i [rom his core. The counitbess lives
lost and distorted in this war ol 261
B ovced o man to give wp the swoed
annd take up the doctrine of welkare Lo
the commen peaple. The first King o
e workd ernerged and avowesd thiat all
wlibfects ol hig domakn #ere s own
chuildren. Under the shadow ol
Buddha, the King - Ashoka siepped
inilo istory witlh an amazing misson.

To speead his objective of peace
Ashoka curved his mission galement
in a amigue way Aceoss his kingdom
which  ran  [rom Gandbar 1o
Amaravall b carved edicts on rock
and pillars. Here on the bank of the
river of blsod, Ise picked a rock near
the battle grownd and carved a decla
cation an the rock miaKing the place
immortal. A new joarney ol a onew
berenn king started From there,

Hics wark was soon lest o the
world. As soon ag the wave ol
Buddhizm died] dosn in India, (rom
Gk ceninry Hindok=m overpowersd i
influenee oo it Then came ldamie
invaders [rom west and under the
shadow of their sword all other eeli
iy i [ndia oppressed [or next many
cenfuries. Soon Ashota and all his

great achievements bankshed into
oblivicon.
It oAbl changed when some

Eurapeans with their extraordinary
passion  lor orental history  and
archaeclogy came o this shore rom
eady 1%ih century as employes ol
East India Company James Prinsep
was such a man who was bead ol
Agiatic Society of Bengal in that era. A
mazter in the sdy of lndian pre
iglamic history, James was aware ol
cape Andrew Stiding who heard ol g
rock edict in jungle of Dbvaali mea th
city of Cantack.

In 1E3Y James Frinsep contacted a
young member ol ooal commiiies
pamed Licutenant Markbam Kitboe
whose job was o explore new ooal
eld in Orissa for East India Company
Markham Kitbee wias ales an anil
guarian and lor him it was an oppar
tunity po bgnite fis passion. He Dook mao
Giene Lo explore the bl of Dhaoli then
ks s Asvatliama hill amd seon
laced a strong retaliation Ikom kocal
el Flewins lmadly Delped by o man
[rom Benaras whoe with a burning
tirch took bim to a rock il of myste
riows edicts in excelbent condition,

Kittoe  rushed to the spot nexi
marning only fo e allacked by a bear
amd Brer two cubs who made the place
their mest. o escape from tse bear,
Eittee elimbed the rock above, Lo bis
surprise discoversd an excellent “one
elephant seulpted in stome, This was a
b ko him.

The vargeted rock full of ediet was
oab i missive @one ol 15 & bng and
1O Er b dat. 10 seas wiritien in Magadhi
Prakrit language in Brambi scripd
which was till an aneeded lingnage
Lo seliolars across the world, As 2oon
a8 James Prinsep gof tlse copy of the
edlict, e switl his year-long hard-seork
arrived al a conchosive end of a long
research. Jammes Primsep marked the
ok as Dhaoll rock edict and he
decoded the angoage of Maghadhi
Prakrit s the st persom of the workd,

With hiz extracrdinary aclieve
et thwe mystery about a gnsat nsdian
king mamed Ashoka whose pame il
then was dicectly and indicectly gel
ting traced b Srilanka, Sepal and
travelogue of a Chinese traveler
mamed Xoanzang lnally bad & stamp
of validation

The exigence of Ashoka became no
maee i matfer off doubt, IEwas a sheer
reality of pagi. [T was prosven thal
Dednarmaapign Figodizl wias none other

than the great kKing of
Magadhia, wise alter his pocy
conguest ol Kalinga wias
taclly hearibroken by weing
ihe devastaibon of lives.
Thus, he accepted ihe doc
irine ol welfare of common
pecple considecing all ol s
subject as his child ander his
newly embraced religlon
Buddhizim.

The conguest of [urme
was avowed from this rock
eclict of Muandic [T was an
amiadng  discovery as il
changed the hstory ol
mankind. The glory ol
Buddhism as a religion bom
in India and the gloey ol
Indian as one of mest civi
lizedd race belore the birth of

Christ  were recognized
begond  any  considerable
chiu bl

The excavation in and

araurd the Dlsanli bl con
linwed. Soon | D Beglar
bindd @ brick stupa in the
hill bt thee same was badly
vitndalized bong befors of s
discovery. In 1E38 Killoe
Founnd (ive more caves. D ooe

vle King

al the caee an inscriplion was lound
that mareates the comstrection of a
Sudchibst moristery mamed Arglyaka
Varal by King Bhimata and his son
Loyamaka of Virgja which iz today's
lajpur. This clearly establishes that
human mhabitance was there al
Dl in 829 AD during the period of
Ehumakara King Santikaradeyva.

I 194%, ASL initkated anotiwer exca
valbon project under K.C Fanigrabd
and b expesed @ trench laid close o
the rock edict and rubble of stone
wall. Blany erracolta artifacts were
alzo b The rock edict of Diauli is
alddeessed to the royal ministers of
Tewhiaalk, The archaeological remains of
Teshiali s ot found wntil the dizeos
cry o an ancient ot relics came wp n
A place named Shishupalgarh very
nirar Eo Dl This cleady coneludes
that this place was either onder
Shishupalgarh  which  was  then
known as Toshali,

Just 3 km froim thee bdll, reenaing of 5
200 weqers old loet was unearthed by
B B Lal of Archaesogical Sarvey of
India during 1948 to 19350,

A 2nd century BC old almosi
sguare siruciure made of laterite
stome covering 1.5 Em area with
prominent evidence ol boman et
ment was diseovered. Since 2001
Decan College of Pune and Calilarnia
University  have jointly carried on
small excavation amd a sed of thirtean
pillars wers excavated. These diseover
s clearly indicate an existence of a
bort tosen whicty whas bankshed alter an
alback and it cements the et thal
ancient Teshali was here indeed.
Ty Bhishupalgarh archaeological
site = oalwo another aticaction by il
1 il

The accidentally found rock el
phuant b a gem of Dhauli bl The el
phiant i not complete in shape. 16 s a
borepart of an elephant majestically
coming cut ol a rocky wall, This
wnkgue seulptor signifes Bodba's
birth et of his mothers womb, The
ligure i nol as perfect as other
Mauryan animal seulptor fand al
Sarnath. Vaidhali or Ramparval is

little inferior in analomical Erealmaent.
Many are ol an opinion that it was
o by bocial people

Howvever It s an exceptional gone
lgure ol that ema and has me match
with any ather rock sculptor ound 2o
liar.

Thanks 1o Orista fourism and AS]
Diawhi hEll = admost unexplodioed and
very well preserved today, The rock
il i enstiringd in & room with a
plaz waall. Abowe it the rock elephant
seulptor stands like an old goard ol
tirme, Thee exlict on the rock Gan be seen
fram a close distanee but from the
alber side of the glass. The huge rosck
inserpiion i prarted in laoe Galdels and
Magadhi Prakrit alphalbets are still
cleardy legible.

What was actually written on the
rock maore Than 2000 wears apo with a
strategy Lo immuorialize i ?

Vivid sty by James Band that it
wias  addressed o noble souls ol
Tashali, the kingdom of Kalinga
which was already under Ashoka,

This rock edict was exceptional
compared to otlwr rock edicts fandd
aceoss Indian subcontisent as it con
Labmed only 13 stalements instead ol
14 fowmnd in oilsers. More to that edict
1112 & 13 were nof imcloded. The
edict [rom 1 b L0 covers Asholias
instraction of non killing of animal

Dhauli is just 9 km rom Bhubaneswar city which is well
connected by all big cities of India.

In 1971 Japan Govi had st up a Shanti stupa on the op
of the Dhauli hill - many people come back only 10 see
thai stupa. This fo be avoided.

Shishupalzarh is just 3 km from Dhaoli hill — the siie is
marked by ARSI board but bhelp from local people is nesded

Lo locate if.

The rock adict can ot be touched — it is inside of a glass

FOMHTL.
Phoiography is allowesd.

eved in the royal kitehen. medical care
far beth men and animal and estab
Listument of marality or Dlharma by s
spectal royal representative amang all
ol ki subject. [t ako avows thiat on the
LOihs wear off his anointment Ashoka,
the  beloved of the God wisited
Sambodbi that 5 Bodhgaya  and
spread the message of Dlrma.

Lawst 2 edicts describe that moraliny
b= the only soueee of Fame and gloey 1
il stales That in s vast Kingdom the

application of moralify = o be done
amanig all af his subject.

The rock edict of Dhauli is oo gpe
clil because il contains I additional
declarations which were not fowsd kn
any other Ashoka edicts explored @
far

Eoown as Dol edicts, these X
line= in a nuishel] caplures thwe great
s ol @ King. It passes an oeder rom
thse kiaeg to all his royal oflicers o freal
all subjects under his Kingdom as hi=

e children. I contakng a king's wish
that all welfare and happiness of this
warkl o his subject as bwe wishes lor
his o chibdren. 1t instroets his ropal
cllicers L be Iree ol anger and hoeey
o That nobady is punishe] without a
trial. It also imstroces bis royal minis
ters ol Toshali o spread e message
L g uncomguered tecritories.

S0 owhatl s missing Irom Dhaali
edicrs?

The rock edict number 11,12 & 13
wihich ig lownd in every rock edict o
Ashinka b9 missing Irom Diaalis Wihile
prurprert o eclbct 11 & 1.2 are covered in
oitheer declaration the total smission ol
edict 13 i really interesting.

Whiat dowes exlic- 1 3 contakn f

i containg that painful higary o
Ealinga congued al a cost of unimag
inabde loss af lives, This is really aston
izhing that ewen more than 2000
yusars ago a sysiem was carelal enough
ot o burt the local sentiment of peo
ple by reminding them thedr most
expensive deleal in the tecms of lives
vl weealtdn, I b inadeed surprizing that
el Ber Ashoka edict [ound in Orissa
nsar Belwrampur also bad this partic
ubar edict missing. Ashoka's greatness
comes palpable even in his communk
calken plan execuled more than 2000
Fisars iy
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