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With memories good and painful, the idyllic hill
town Mcleod Ganj stands apart. It has regained
its position as the perfect hill retreat and its glory
is burning as bright as the flickering flame of
Buddhist butter lamps, says SOMEN SENGUPTA

baby born in C.
many years ag
meantains his domisant
presence on hoth sides
af undivided Pungb,
although he is almost forgotten in
1he cry where be was born in 1810
Sir Donald Friell McEeod, the East
India Company’s Lientenant
Governor of Punjab, still has a road
named after him in Lahote, The
Inclian part of Pungab, which was
Sater includesd in Hinsached Pradesh,
still has a panoramic hill station
named after him an the fap of
Himalayas under the shadow of the
splendid Dhauladhar range
McLeod Ganj, the il town of
Himachal, was once a dream retreat
for the European community living
in this part of India who found it a
fiting replacement for Darjeeling
and Shimda, the other two preferred
hill stations where our former
rulers found their second home
Though Mcleod Ganj was
never blessed with huge develop-
ment such as rallways, top class
aducational institutes and the best
of luxury hotels — all that
Darjecting and Shimka got aver the
vears « it was still a piece of little
Eurape for 1 '.v;nn left their
hames for this country years ago.
Walking down the memory
lane will shaw us that three histor-
ical Incidents shaped the growth of
McLeod Ganj in the past 165 years
‘The first was In 1850, ust after the
second Angho-Sikh war, after which
the East Indsa Compansy took con-
tral of Kar and a garri
soa wits sel up in the upper part of
Dharamsala, then a small vilkge
It was the time when Lord Elgin
fell in Jove with the bill town, whixch
boomed with activity. Then came
the devastating earthqual
Kangra Valley on April 4, 1904, that
left 19,400 people dead and
destroved the entire region. This
made the place lose #ts shine in
comparison (o Shimla, which
became the new Evourite destina

tion of Europeans to set up ho
Alter 1947, with Iadia's
Independence, McLeod Ganj
almast became a ghast town

I however, god a new Jease of
life i 1959 when the 14th Dalai
Lamsa, the spiritual Buddhist keader
of Tibet, fled his homeland after a
fatled armed uprising against the
Communist Party of China and
took refuge bere with a karge num-
ber of Tibelan aristocrals and com
mon people. Soon, the Tibetan
Government in exile was se€ up here
amdl the city, which was once a
peaceful bome for many Europeans,
L‘ ame a busting mint Tibet

No colontal hill station of India
changed #ts character as drastical-
ly as Mcleod Ganj did and that js
why it is still exceptionally attrac-
tive. The radiant touch of the
British s still visible in its dilapi
ated] houses, decaying shops, near
destroyed burial ground, and a
well-built church,

The romance with McLeod
Gan) starts from the ity square
which was once a picture posteard
arensa but i pow an overcrowded
traffic jungle. Here stands a side
solder of time in the lorm ofa Gade
shop which has been witnessing the
people of the place since 1860,

As unbelievable as it may
saound, the Nowr & Son shop
founded In 1860 was once the life-
Iine of this town because It was the
only place that ensured the supply
chain of commodities 1o the
European dwellers here. From the
best quality wine to checolate or the
listest European muaichbox (o British
newspapers, every single domestic
need was met by this shop. It even
had its awn postal service!

Today the shop s not even a
shadone of Its past but still bears tes-
timony of a bypone era. 1t still has
old furniture, giant glass jars, cab-
inets, electrical Jampholders and
swilch boards. The wall is full of
publicity materals of petrol, sidda
water and cigarettes for brands that

TRAVEL LOGISTICS

®McLaod Ganj s 272 km
from Chandgarh and 510 km
from New Oeld

WThere's no ral head and
YOu maed to trael by car
from Pathankiot

®The naarast alpor 8 A
Kangra, which s 31 e away
W Thirs are plenty of hotels
HPTOC hetats ofter good
valuz for mons

®You can also cover Kangra
forl, Masroor femple nues,
and Shagsarath temple
®You can buy a lot of goods,
aspecaly fibetan handeratt rems

Europeans used to enjoy. No won-
der a glow si ard hanging from
the cetling reads: et
the dependable daily”, dearly imply
ing what was the mast preferred
newspaper of Furpeans i that era

Anather interesting spot 1s the
St Johns Church bullt i 1852 to
hritish soldters and thelr
. A msasterplece of typical

pean architecture, the church
i built of hand-cut local granite
stane placed block by block

The wide of Dhaukscthar
Himabrya ts visible from its coartyard
Many years ago, this panorama cap
tivated the attention of one man —
lames Bruce, the elghth Fard of
Elgin, who after serving In Canada,
Jamaica and China I‘umTl\' landed in
Indsa to seeve as the Viceroy of the
East [ndia Company. He loved the
phece so much that he sent three deo
dar saplings from here 10 his home,
Broomball House near Fdinburgh,
where they still stand tall

H o, Elgghy diwd i an accl
dent here In 1863 when he fll off
his horse. He was burled In the

church ground selected by Lady
in considering her hushand's
aflection tor this place
The simple vet beauti
of Elgin still stands with a s

2 DUE TO LACK OF EDUCATION
AMONG NATIVES, SIR DONALD
FRIELL MCLEOD STARTED THE
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its top, with an iron railing encir
cling it. The grave bas a marble
tablet with the introduction of
Lord Elgin, a man with whom this
place will always remain emation
ally intertwined. Lady Elgin alsa
donated two Belglan stained glass,
which are still seen here

Ihe bell of the church has its
own story. After the eartlyuake, the
church was dbmost destroyed and its
bell tower collapsed, breaking the
bell into pieces. Soon a donation
drive was started 1o buy a new bell
for the church, and finally in 1915,
a new befl arrived but it was oo
heavy to be Installed on the top, So
It was placed on the left side of the
maln gate. After Jocal criminals
teied to sseal it in 1994, the bell was
put under Jock and key

The real magic of & bygone ers
it be best felt by visiting the buriad
ground next 1o the church. Prevailing
n utter decry and extreme r rence,
the graveyard still has several mar
hle and granite tablets announciig
many deaths, Earthguake, epicemics,
bear attacks, war and fever took sev-
eral lives of Buropeans who called
this town home.

The social scenario of Mceod
Ganj ook a dramali turn from
1959, when the Dalai Lama was
given shelter by the Nehru
Government, Overnight a small
shoepy hill tovn with a colontal towch
got comverted intoa min Tibet wih
a tlood of refugees who came with
their own languag

Today it is ki
Lhasa, the capital of T
evidence is palpable in
of the town. In sume places, there
are more Tibetans than Indsns on
the raad. Its shaps are full of China-
made Buddhist worshiping com-
maoditles and 1ts alr Is heavy with
religlous chants as well as political
slogans. Posters demanding Tibets
freedom or anti-China sentiments
are on the walls, and Teoglag Khang
ar the Dalai Lama temple, is the cen
tre of Buddhist religious teaching

and as a museum of Tibet's strug-
gle for independence. The giant
Buddha statue facedd towards Tibet
along with Padmasambhava and
Avalokiteshvara will surely blow
your mind

The 11-headed Avaloktesh
statuw has its own history. The orig-
Inal statue was established by King
Sorgtsen Gampo in the seventh
century at the central cathedral of
Lhasa, only o be destn
Chinese soldiers in 1967.
Tibetans somechow saly
bats of the face and sr
into Mcleod Ganj via Nepal, Here
they reconstructed the replica of
the statue in 1970, Inside the
complex, there 1s Kalachakra tem-
ple and Namgyalma stupa, a
ial dedicated to those who
lost their lives in Tibet

The centre also runs a well doc
umented musewm vividly describ
ing Tibet's ich Hindu and Buddhist

gacy and its plunder at the hands

of China, The Tibetan theatre is
often performed here

Just 14 km from Mcleod Gan)
stands the Norbulingka or the jewel
park. This is the replica of the last
stnmmer padace of the Dk Lanss in
Tibet and bouses an excellent muse
um and handicraft centre. The doll
museum and the Tibetan national
museum are also worth a visit
angka painting centre,
wood carving centre, and metal art
craft centre are full of talepted
libetan craftsmen who settled in
Iiddia over a period of time. Over
and above there is a peerless view
of the Dhandadhar range, coe of the
best ranges of the Himadayas. Ona
chear day, when the snow-capped
peaks appear over the hartzon and
the kst beams of the sun rest on the
snon; 1t Joaks like heaven

Today with many memortes
and pain, Mcleod Ganj still
apart, It has regained its posi
the perfect hill retreat and its glory
is burming as bright as the fickering
amse of Buddbist batter kunps.
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Stay glamorous
this summer

India’s leading fashion designer and stylist,
Shehla Khan and Pernia Qureshi respectively,
share with ANANYA BORGOHAIN some
innovative tips on staying trendy this season

PERNS!

e Creations of Pernia Quevshi,
Tun, of Indias beading stylists
ard fashion entrepreneurs, np
tesent the modern Indsan young
WIS grace e. Her
fashion website — Penia’s | 2\ Up
Shap — shawcases the works of
Indla’s top designers, ncluding
Sabyasachl Mukherjee, Mants
Malhotra, JI Valaya, Ritu Kumar,
Rohit Bal, Tarun Tabiliani, Satya
Paul, Masaba Gupea, and many mare
The website leads the style. savvy
customer lo an extracedinary range
of the trendiest looks of the seasen

fram Indian labels. Pernials signature
festive collection is Amrapali, for
which actress Sonam Kapoor was the

showstopper recently,

Pernia s, “The Amrapali col-
Joction is based on the 19605 era in
which the fashion revobved around
evervthing sexy and exquisite. We
have a ot of draped silhouettes, dinf
pants, cut-cats, hustiers, and dahka
embruidery. So while it is |m[~|n\l hy
India, it is also very modern”

Given her onis 1ist of cllents,
one may wonder If they ever face
major creative clashes, She replies,
“The most important aspect about

handling dients is keeping commu-
mications open. The peepde invalved
need 1o talk aboul the issue and dis

cuss their feelings about any creative
clash, and that's car mantra”

What makes Pernsts collection
unlguie s that It Is inspired by the yes-
teryear film of the same name star-
ring Vyjayanthimal \
courtesan in the ancient empire of
Magadha. She adds, “The clothes in
the T are so exquasite and sexy yet
Indliary, T thought every frame was 3
painting. The music anxd the choreog
raphy in the film have also always
inspired me. [ thought there could be
amodern verslon of the costumes —
that's where the thovght came from”

Shehla Khan, on the other hand,
is designer to some of the keading
Hindi film actsesses such as Privanka
Chopra, Kareerss Kapoor, Jacqueline
Fernandez, and Sonam Kapooe, and
recently kunched her spring collec
ten. It entails shart dresses, jump
suils, jackets and evenmg gawns
with intricate embroidery, digital
printmgand other spechil technkjues
Ihe line has been created with the
help of the Indian crafismanship
and using the finest textiles

Sensuous powns as well short
dresses grace the collection enrich
ing 11 with perfectionism and rejuve
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rodernity. The range displays
ay of dyramic colours and vary
ing styles apt for both day wear and
evenings oul. She says, "I called A
Sky full of Stars, which is basscally my
wersyn of how | visualise the sky
adreamy, surreal interpretation of cle
ments of the sky: Stars, rainbows,
clouds. Thave tried to depict all these
elements in my embroldery tech-
niques in & somewbat different
approach, such as clouds of different
colours, a rainbow with custers of
stars oe even tiny flowers shown as
starbursts.

About what Is cructal for her
while designing, she says, “Sticking to
whiat 1 bellove In first and foremast,
the Eabric quality, finish and fit must
excel m quality, and lastly being
riginal witly my ideas. Of course, we
all do take inspi us
viber designers but 1 believe that
everyone has their own identity and
s unnecessary o try and imilate
that.” Protably that is why, Sheha says
she also does not feel pressurised hav-
Ing to deal with her superstar clionts.
Far from belng trapped i creathw
confrontation and tantrums among
the stars, Shehla chooses to invest in
their ndividual clsarms and strengtls

She explains, “They adl hay
sound knowledge of fashion
example, Sooam can add b
msaghts to the outfit. Kareena is also
a pleasure Lo work with because she
Is 5o beautiful that just anything looks
ke 1t's made of gokd on bher. Thats the
same with Katring. Again, Karishma
can mke the most plain outfit look
ultra chic”

When it comes Lo tips for reud
ers, both Pernis s Shehla have con
structive fashion tips to share. Pernis
believes, “Styling is an expression of
a personis visson and varies from per-
son to person, It portrays a sense of
Indwiduality. [ think a sar can
never o oul of style. But when 1t
comes toonocs, | detest them and will
never try them on!’

Shehla savs, "My favoarite fash
on statement 1 always own whit vou
wear and if you can't own it ten
don't wear it This is how fanx pas
take place when fashion is forced on
someone, Spring advice i to go as
easy a you can, Less s more, bare
your shoulders with a pretty blouse
or a flowy dress, Rip your jeans as
much as possible or cut them off into
shorts and make it ook chic with 2
preaty bouse and heels If yoa can
alford 1o show it, then flaunt a1t




