The Sunday Tribume Spectrum
CHANDIGARH

g JUNE 2013

Lscape to a

Travel

green land

SOMEN SENGUPTA

OR a nature enthusiast an unknown
place with pristine beasuty is a dream
destination. Kolakham, which even a
Google map takes time to find, 5 one
such destination, It 15 a smallvillage in
Kalimpong, Darjeeling. Nestling in the
Himalayan foothills, Eolakham is a
unigque forest reserve, a haven for
eco-biological students and wildlife
photographers.

The picturesgue MNeora valley lies
beyond Eolakham village. The nearest
Lava bus stand can be reached through
sili guri or Bagdogra.

From here the journey to an unknown
wonderland staris. The road is hardly
motorable, Vintage Land Eovers are the
main mode of transportation that takes
visitors to Kolakham from Lava.

The drive is lovely through dark green
pine forests. & 40-minute drive through
the jungle gets vou to Kolakham . A desti-
nation with blend of the Himalavas and a
forest reserve is rare in India Only a
handful placeslike Binsar inTarakhand
offer a similar treat. Meora Valley W ation-
al Parlk lies near this small village, The
park has a huge number of wild animals,

There is nothing much to do in
Eolakham village itself. Bul that is the
main altraction. To the whanweary, it
offers a sea of silerce punctured by soft
sounds of many uncommaon birds,

The sunrises are beautiful. With luck
o can see the majestic beauty of the
Eanchenjunga if dawn comes without
any migt and fog.

Before the height of Mount Everest
was measured, Kanchenjunga was con-
siderad as the world's highest pealk.
Todaw it is the third highest peak of the
world and the highest pealk of India.

At Eolakham, the beauly of Eanehen-
junga can be savoured fully on a clear
day. Al the break of the dawn, its [ive
stow-rapped peaks meet the first ray of
sun and turn orange within few mi nutes.
Az the day progresses, these turm into
melting gold. Apart from Kanchenjungs,
Mt Eabru, Mt Eabrudome and Mt
Pandim are also visible from the village.

The ey splendour of Kanchenjunga is
ol Lhe only thing that Eolakham offers,
There is another aspect of beauty in the
Porrm af bright, eolourful and rare birds,
These playlul creatures often land in the
verandas of huts where visitors usually
stay. As the village is in close proximity
to the Neora Valley WNational Park, its
surroundings are always abuzz with the
sourad of many birds and butterflies.

Comimissioned in 1986 with an area of
B8 sq km, the Neora Valley Mational Park
is one of the most recent vel one of the
richest and undisturbed ecological 2ones
of India. It is really a haven Dor bhinds and
wildlife watchers. Around 106 kinds of
birds are found here.

The most common birds are minivels,
mynas, orioles, sunbirds, parakeets,
swallows ete, There are many rare vari-
eties, too, like rufous-throated parndee,
salyr tragopan, erimson-breasted wood-
pecker, jerdon’s baza, blaclk eagle, darlk-
throated thrush, chestrul-hosded tesia,

black-faced warbler, black-

headed shrike babbler, maroon-backed
accentor, dark-breasted rosefineh, red-
headed bullfineh, gold-maped [inch and
AR IOTe

Mamed alter River Meora, the national
park is situated on the border of Bengal,
Bhutan and Sikkin. The [orest bouses
trees of sal, oalk, rhododerdron ard bam-
oo grovves. The park is home to the rare
Himalayvan red panda According 1o the
2002 tiger census, the park is alsohome to
19 Roval Bengal tigers along with anoth-
er rare animal — the Himalayan clouded
leopard. Other animals often found here
are Himalayvan black bear, Indian gaur,
deer, gural, lesser cal, thar ele.

As M percent of mammals found in the
Meara Valley National Park have been
declared highly endangered, Uneseo has
ineluded this fovest in its list of tentative
wiorld heerilage sites.
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How to go: Bagdogra and Mew Jalpalgun are the nearest almport and rallheads
respectively. Both ane well connected from Kolkata, New Delhi and Guwahatl. it s better to
travel to Kolakham via Lava. One needs to change vehicle from Lava to reach Kolakham
Helght from sea level: Kolakham isat 6100 ft from 2ea level Winter tem peratunes
range from 6% to O°C. In summers, it iz between 10°C and 17°C.

Where to stay: Mostly home stays are avallable: Booking can be done online: Most
home stays are of duplex style offering direct view of Kanchenjunga. S/erage romm

rent is ¥2,500 including all meals.

For a scenic drive: Take the Garubathan route from Mew Jalpaiguri station to enjoy

the greentea gardens of Dooers enroute.

Places around: Chageey waterfalls ane a famous picnic spot. Other exotic locations

are Lava and Byshop from Kolakham.

Speclals tips: Carry emergency medicines, caps, sunglazses, woollens, binoculars ete.
Useful websltes: www.kolakham.com and www.wildbengal.com

Nestling in the foothills of the Himalayas, the Neora Valley National Park is a haven for wildlife enthusiasts and shutterbugs
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Watching the sunrise over Kanc henjunga is an
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