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SIKKIM HAS GIVEN US MANY

POPULAR PERSONALITIES,
SUCH AS FOOTBALL PLAYER
BHAICHUNG BHUTIA AND

TOR DANNY DENZONGPA
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Rabdentse tells Sikkim's story of glory

The walls and floor of this ruinous city reveal a thousand stories of power and glory, and also carry the
burning torch of the rich Indian heritage, which not many of us are aware of, writes SOMEN SENGUPTA

his i a linlle kisownn Bact thal

under the shadow of tlee meajes-

13 Fangchenjunga. there is a

Kingdom of rubble nesting sikent

b v i il e Pelling, a place
in west Sikkim frequented by tourists.
II||-|||_-h I'|.'II|||;_I_ = known as the mearest
clvilised poant 1o enjory h*'"'F"I"""l""F".“"
breathtaking beauty, this is alse a |-.'I=|.|- 1
l_ll'l .I|'|,rl.||l'|||'|1 with the |'.|'\-|

Senilhess 1o sa, iwrl Ny are aware of

this 350-vear-old saga The mainous stc-

tuge of Babadenise isa busning testimony of

Sikkims ancient ghory, which lor long was
nil B L peogele Living i olber paris
of Indm. Once a bustlimg human setilement,
Rahdentse — which was the ancient capd-
Ll of the mowals of Stkkim — is nonw a crum-
Famg mabn of Induos chellisation. Flomeever, thal
|x-.||"||:.' W1t 15 seen fronmn a distanmee

O s Ristorical facns ane pathened,
it clearly gives an indscation thet the rud s
full of the ricly sga of politics that can
rgross i who loves Lo explone histor
wal marmments Conce ks slome-laid Lwes
are walked am, and its crumibling walls are
touched. a bygane era saowly unfalds and
Lakes ome back to the past

The walle and floor of the roinous
clity of Rabdentse reveal a thoosand
slories of power amd plory Sadly, they
alse reflect invisible paiches of blood
ot Bl waalls — Comumon i every regiicy
i ancient limes where fighting for the
thiromse was a tradition.

Cine meeds 1o walks a treacheraus path
b resch Rshdentse To reach these ||'|.'r_g;h.|]
runives, o has to cover a 2-km hilly path that
runs throanph the dense chestnut trevs. The
path s often emvel oped In devse fog, asd iis
l=alation adds to the thrill of fnding an
ki world You will Gid several sign-
boards along tlse way that biave been enect-
i by e Archaeedopical Survey of Indias
Kodkata carcke, with mctivalsored mussages
Lo e Lourists such as "D mist gt tined;
preal excibement is .|'.'.'.'||I|||;_l_"

Cipce the helpght is scaled amnd ane
calches the flrst x|l_-hl af the milms, 1 sl
doves mok nrlicdd ch of iis T Thee truee
magk ol Rahdenise s revealed when ane
crimses. Lhe gale and soes a slone thirame.
Here throe stones. whicl anre known as
Mamplwgang, are seen. This was the place
wihene the highest judpe gave has odemenls
Lix The Kinegs subjecis,

A snnall storwe takhet briefly states the his-
fory of the place and it inporiaice The his-
lory ol Rabdenise seems siragght oul of an
actiom mavie. The history of Sakkim is not
weell Enown acrss India because of ils sep
araticn froen the mainstreeme £ll 1975,
Biefore that. this Himalayam klll;_l_-.lu-nl WS
almost independem, and toa great extent,
lsolabed from the workd

I the early 1970, maverick Flmmak-
o Salvajil Bay nade an ionic decamen-
fary on Sikkim, covering its rich we
unkism history aixd -.l.lrlul-.ll nerilage,
This opened many doers of inlerest in
Rikkim, but the 1l was soon banmesd amd
its primt was kst for many years,

After that, India under the late Prime
Wlimister Indire Gandhi absorhed Sikkim
irto fe fold, worsm Blosmed, and final-
|' Ts. I'||.II'|5.'.II'|'|I|'| 'I\.IFlI'.II slles Wl I'III'I'|'I-\.'H.|
g foreacploration. Kabdeitse, e second
ancient capital of Sikkim, was explored amd
cacavated by the ASL I wasa gem discov-
ereclin i land whene people bardhy wenl o
eqperience Lhe history,

Ihe historical saga Fkkim’s noyal
farnily was no different fram that of any
ather royal fmily I'I.I|II'|:E: amidher part o
ihe country, [ 1670 the capiial was shifi-
ed here from ‘taksam by ||~I|||r [em=ung
Mamgval of Chogyal dynasty, amd soon a
sl City was built. Tensung s son Chadao
Mamgval, who was boen from s second
wibe, Lok The powier alter thee desath of his
lather m 1700 However, his suthorly was
challenged by his tepegiger Pendicmgmoa,
Ih:--.|.||||;|'|I|-r|-I'I;'n':lu'r_g;.l.uﬂ his first wife,
whao was a Bhutanese, She also toak help
framm 1he Blutan rovals

[he FAOHAIE '.'.I||.|I||'\-\.|I..-\.| Llllg Hed 1o
Tihet and SpTil mMAnY years Im exile In
Lha=a. aring this time, { Ixador Adeg -
ed Buddhism and won the heart of the
[ralai Lama, the spiritual leadder of Tabet.
Hovm, Tibetan lorces allackesd Rabdentse
Ton Irewe 10 Draen Che Bhulaness, Chador wias
ahle 1o pet Rabcdentse back, and lived heme
tll 1716 when his step-sister murdered
him. Soon. she was also killed afier a
valace comspiracy,

Chadars son CGuormed ‘k.u'ul_-'.'.ll pid e
ihrone and when he disd i 1733, he
annoanced thal @ imin in soime monastery
wars carrying his child. Wihen the mun gave
irth 1o a oy alteer Thee death of Curmasd
he was announced as the King of Sikkim in

TRAVEL LOGISTICS

Aabdentse nins am located on
e muiskirs of Peling oty |
warss Sikkam

The beaten track that leds 5o
dabdentse passes through &
dense forest. However, signboands
in-pery ofer comer help tounsts
fng ther way casily

The area bas prowision for |:|rri:|1q.

water. cleam foilet, tea stall oie
Shotography &5 alkowed

The nearty Peragangise
morasieny can alsn be visreg

ARIWTLF AHEY

AFTEA Pl el WlPAL TREATY
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the palace of Rab dentse. ansed Phustsog
Mampyval, the weak King was no goosd Lo
Sikkimn % during his reipn, both Mepales:
andd  Bhutanese stacked and caplured
miany areas af Sikkim

His =am, I-:-||.'||'|3; ‘\C.lnl;_l_:.'.'ul. WEls @
equally weak king who finally fed
Rabdentse:; he wemnt o Tihet and never
rebirnsd, After his death i 17830, his son
reclaimed Babdentse with help of China
i E753 1 was the end of 6 glorious saga
lor Kabdenise as in VRLA, the capialal wias
muoved oul. thanks te ils progimdly Do
Mipal an ememy Lo lor Sikkim.
Suhseqquent atlacks by MNepal and Bhutan
andl dimally the shifting of the capilal 1o
||II|'||||I'|F led 1o Rabdeniss rl'.la.l'l.l”}
|'|'|'|II|'||||F A !_||'||...| il

[n mdd 196 comtary, f banished mte
oblivican. IE tursad inbo-a loge pile of debris
with alimest e known historyg Today's
Fabsdlinise is nioloven a shadow ol i1s pasl.
SHHL ins stone pathiways and bylanes give ame
A chilling theill it stagrs bead b the Top ol
the foort froom whiere the I:|-:-.uI|I.|]-L|||;_I_Z‘-I--|||'|I
H.II'l:E;\.l'n.' nijunpa — the lighest peak in Inds
an] third I'IlFI'hHl l,'h'.ll: I the world — can
b s, O a cClear davy, when the mcsniains
are s over Hhe harzom behind the back-
grodaid of listorical puins of Rabderise,
anosphere is ekecteic, Tl extracadinary
combirelion of malure and man-made
marvels creale an aura Chat will stay inyour
mismiry lor a leng time.
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Use remaining relics in Rabdentse
bear testimony 1o its ploricns history
whiere The rosyal palace was omde situled;
it Hight of staars ancd some Criss-Cross done
willed Lnes wall alse lead o the e
place. This is the mast thrilling place of
Bl .|n'|'..k-.'|-.|;_l_|.'.'.l ruins

onskand excavatlon amd ¢ 1|1-.||'.|||-.||'|
hiae exposed & |'\l||'|||-\.||.l al imle Testing
I|'|||||__H\. Wald |'-a|.u'-.---. TN - A BASEETY Was
R A ARSI as any olher residence of
il poeals, Tl nows the prayer place of the
rovals, locally known as Dablhaganmg, =
there. A recent exploralion ientitied
mporiant places like the bedroam ol 1he

Kiing, puard room assembly rooin, reyal
kllﬁ:-'u. and maost acourately, the public
Caerlyard, prsinding 1o o roeal lite eguippsd
with all amenities and lixury

Bal=lentse carries the burning terch
o Indian I||.'r|I.||_-|--.I|.':-|1|I-.' I‘-.'lll;_l_ rampaged
anid lonted by the \"\I;l\.'|'.||-c"h'. wha also
destroved the relics of this once Frarnl
fort, However, the extranrdinary eforts
o thie AR have |'h.'||'\'|'|| |'\'r-\."i|'|".'|'.||'|-\.' FI'"
thdis parl ol our heritage. The ever-
increasing How of tourksts at these ruins
praamls To il apped or many people wiie
wirre ol even aware such a place exid
il Till a Tew years ago.
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