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BIRNAGAR IN  Beng: au
means abode of the hero. I

prudent. The first reference
to this village was found in
Abul Fazal's Ain-F-Akbari.
Here goes a brief history
of the place: in mid-18th
century, two notorious ban-
dits, Baidyanath and Bish-
wanath, attacked the house
of a rich man, Mahadev
Mukherjee, who put up a
brave resistance. As a re-

t
prisonment. This incident
caused such a sensation that
the British rulers in Bengal
changed the name of the vil-
lage from Ula to Birnagar, in
recognition of Mahadev
Mukherjee's heroism.

The royal family of Ula
was closely associated with
Nawab Murshid Kuli Khan.
One Rameshwar Mishra of
this family acquired the title
of Mustafi and set up a ma-
Jjestic Radhakrishna temple
in 1694. The temple is built
in dochala style of Bengal
school of architecture, a
speciality of the district.

Popularly  known
Mustafi Bari temple of Bir.
nagar, it is embellished with
peerless terracotta motil
teling the talesof Krishna-

la and Ramayana. Stat-
i o Canan, et Do
ga and the vastra haran
episode
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family of Bimagar, now in a

air, stil retains its aura of grandeur. Bottom: The
Musvaf» Bnn temple is embellished with terracotta motifs.

temples known as Dwadash
Shiva Mandir. Ten of the
temples were constructed by
one Shibaram Mustafi in
1744 to please each of his 10
wives, so the story goes.
These temples are simple
architectural  structures
with barely any art work
adorning them. Now only
one temple has a Shivalinga
Known as Gopeshwar, a reg-
ular object of worship. One
temple is dedicated to Durga
while another is Mustafi's
samadhi (tomb).
in Ula, one must
the royal palace. A
m-!-rls'\ specimen of Euro-

TOURIST INFO

‘@ Birnagar is a small sta-

Ranaghat from Barasat
and journey for three
hours.

From the railway sta-
tion, cycle rickshaws are
available for going
around all the places in
the village. There is no

this
Building, though ina stateof
disr

nd_giant portico.
Near the palace stands a
large brass chariot and a
few more temples built in
the aatchala style. =

phy. However, visitors
cannot enter the palace

@ The village has nonood
msnnmm Snacks and

water are avail-
lble at roadside shops.

are also carved on its walls.

ough an architectural
masterpiece, negligence is
the only treatment the tem-
ple s getting at present. The
only recognition that came
its way was when a British
television company featured
itina documentary.

Near the temple is a
Chandimandap, built in
1684. A savage storm de-
stroyed the old structure in

village is a set of 12 shiva




