[ ITIS not easy to find a place

kin Bengal where 38 different

iples, all aged more than

years, are co-existing in

l small complex. Bouwali, a

ice hardly ‘two hours

Kolkata, is where this

ing treasure exists —
gh in a sorry state.

- The Mondal family, who

let in the 15th century.
onqals ‘were original-
from place called
ganj. Later, they ac-
ired a‘huge property in
lygunge.

The name Bouwali was
derived from an old Bengali
word, mouli, which means
collector of wood and honey.
It is believed that this place
was once a part of the Sun-
derbans and many made a
living by collecting honey
and wood from the forest.

History says that one Ba-
sudev Mondal was the
founder of this royal family,
The family was later con-
nected to Rani Rashmoni’s
family by marriage.

Influenced by the Vaish-
nav cult, many members of
the Mondal family started
constructing temples. The
best was the Radhakanta

Jew temple, built in 1693. An
architect called Bulchandra
Mistri designed this temple
with nine towers. The tem-
ple’'s navaratana style is
common in the Bengal
school of architecture. Of
these nine towers, one was
destroyed last summer.

Another temple, built in
1794 by Manik Mondal, is
situated nearby. This 70 feet
high structure is called
Gopinath Jew temple. This
temple is annexed with a
Naat Mandir, a common
meeting place.

The Radhanath temple at
Kach Bagan is an excellent
piece of terracotta architec-
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Left: The ‘navaratna’ temple with nine towers; Right: The family palace of the Mondals
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ture. Built in 1809, this is

the biggest terracotta tem-

ple in South 24-Parganas.
No one should miss the

Shyamchand Temple, built
in 1843. The beauty of this
temple was mentioned in
Cotton’s famous book, Cal-

cutta — Old and New.
Jaltungi is a place that

also draws visitors. A small

palace, open on four sides,

in the middle of a lake was
once a regular hangout for
the male members of the
royal family. It was the place
for evening entertainments.
The Mondal Palace is an-
other point of attraction in
Bouwali. Once glorious, this
century old palace is now in
a dilapidated state. Still ma-
jestic in its appeal, this mas-
sive structure was once a
shooting spot for many Hin-
di and Bengali films. Mrinal
Sen’s  Khandahar — was
filmed here. The palace is a
mixture of Greek and Indi-
an architecture.
Unfortunately, the days
of this temple complex seem
to be numbered. All the tem-
ples are dilapidated and full
of wild bush. Some are in
such a state that people have




