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As the calm and almost under-
populated road is taken on the
way to this destination, one
tends to wonder, “Is it
Netarhat or nature hut?” But,

well, as William Shakespeare famously
wrote, “What is in name?” Half the magic
of this lesser-known, colonial hill station
in Jharkhand lies in its underexplored
beauty. A 156 km-long drive that takes one
to this hidden gem of Chotanagpur
plateau situated in Satpura hill range of
central India. At the last stage of this trav-
el, the car scales the height of 3,622 ft,
crisscrossing black metal roads. It runs
inside a deep jungle of pine, bamboo,
mahua and saal. There, one can see a green
jungle on looking out of the car window.
Long, brown carpets of dried leaves
rolled out on both sides of the road can
also be seen. If one discounts the sound
of the engine of the car, then the only other
sound one can hear on this path is that of
the wind blowing through the forest or of
dry leaves being crushed under one’s feet.
If the time of the journey is February or
March, one also gets to see blooming red
palash flowers — the state flower of
Jharkhand. No wonder that this place was
called the ‘Queen of Chotanagpur’.

Nestled inside a deep and dark shad-
owed forest and surrounded with green
hills, this place is mesmerising. For a back-
packer, this is perhaps the picture that

dominates his/her dreams. For someone
who wants a break from the kerfuffle of
an overcrowded city, Netarhat is the place
for nirvana. And for someone who wants
to witness nature in all its colourful beau-
ty, this is like passport to paradise.     

Hidden inside one of the most prim-
itive yet pristine forests of the Chotanagpur
plateau, Netarhat as a small hill station
became so dear to British administrators
that they did want everyone to know about
it! They wanted to retain the primitive ele-
ment in beauty of this place. So, they never
allowed any commercial establishment to
come up here. Even today, accommoda-
tion and transportation facilities in
Netarhat are very basic. For those who are
tired of a world dominated by technolo-
gy, the best part about Netarhat is that no
mobile tower gives any signal. So, once one
is here, he or she is truly in the lap of
nature, and can rest without any interfer-
ence from the digital world.

In early 1930s, the Palamou Tiger
Reserve was created adjacent to Netarhat.
That indirectly protected this place from
population explosion and ugly urbaniza-
tion. Except for a huge residential school
named Netarhat Public School which was
established in 1954, till today, the environ-
ment around Netarhat is pure and almost
extraordinarily intoxicating.  

In undivided Bihar, when Ranchi was
the summer capital, the British often used

to take a break from city life by driving 156
km up into hills to relax their body and soul
in the forest bungalows of this place. They
never disturbed the ecological balance of
the place by making it commercial. In the
whispering woods of saal, pine and palash,
the wild forest and its original habitants —
both human and sub human — used to co-
exist in harmony. 

The dense solitude of the place was
a grand source of peace and a strong
reminder of the Scottish moors for many
of them. It was the time when this place
was probably named by them as ‘nature
hut’. There is a chance that nature hut was
distorted to Netarhat. However, some
locals also argue that it was once a mar-
ket for a bamboo which is called neta in
local language.

The story a colonial hill station can
never be complete without a saga that has
tragedy mingled with romance. In this hut
of nature, too, a similar legend lives.
According to that legend, a British girl
named Magnolia was once in Netarhat. Her
passion for the musical appeal of flute played
by a local, tribal boy soon grew into love.
This was unacceptable to the society of her
times. Tired of repressing her feelings, she
committed suicide by jumping off Batua
Tola, a cliff in Netarhat, along with her horse. 

The place where she committed sui-
cide is also the point from where tourists
go to witness a dazzling sunset over the

horizon of the plateau. This is now
called the Magnolia Sunset Point. A
marble plaque situated at this place tells
the love story of Magnolia. It also has a
statue of the horse facing  the valley. It cre-
ates an aura of melancholy. In twilight,
when the sun goes down the hill over-
looking the deep dark forest, the sky is
decorated with a splendor of magical
color. The sea of saffron engulfs Magnolia
Point every day and reminds one of a love
that never saw a happy ending.

A river flows here that resembles a
heavily ornamented lady. It is known as
River Koel. Originating from a small vil-
lage named Tutuapani, the river runs
through the jungle with rocks and pebbles
on her chest. Its sand banks are virgin and
isolated. Like Magnolia Sunset Point , the

banks of Koel also shine in sunset with a
riot of colors. From azure to deep crim-
son, the water of Koel changes its color
with color of sky. On a full moon night,
the river looks its best.

Netarhat is also believed to be the
place with one of the best ‘sunrise points’
in the world. Here, the sun comes like an
empire and within a few seconds of  its
entry over the horizon, it gives an impres-
sion that makes it seem like it is conquer-
ing the landscape. With its advent, every
tree lights up with the sound of chirping
birds and a new day breaks in. At
Netarhat, one almost wishes they had a
pair of wings so that he or she could fully
enjoy the eternal serenity of this place.
Here, nature rests in a cozy hut and allows
the visitors to sink into its charm.

This 12-million capacity steel
plant was floated in 2005 and
POSCO had the patience to wait

for close to a decade to see the project
become functional. In the process, the
company invested a lot of money in
the social sector, including the CSR.
But despite strong governmental sup-
port to the company to make the
required land available for the steel
project to be set up, the efforts failed
and POSCO was forced to pull out of
the project in 2017, after waiting for 12
long years as public resistance contin-
ued with no sign of ending. 

Though POSCO was an unhappy
experience for South Korea, this did not
deter it to halt investment in India in
other projects, such as by firms like Kia
and Samsung, in recognition of the
Indian market and the buying power of
the urban middle class estimated to be
to the tune of 350 million plus. 

Though the main driving force in
the bilateral relations remains econom-
ic, the strategic dimension — including
defence cooperation — is becoming
equally important. The two sides are
looking at defence hardware procure-
ment and manufacture. India is looking
for minesweepers for the Navy, and
South Korea could be a possible source.
India has also sourced artillery guns
from South Korea and is looking to
manufacture them in India under the
Make in India programme. In this light,
Moon’s India visit shall pave the way for
expanding bilateral ties in multifarious
dimensions, upgrading business ties to
the level Korea has with China. Indeed,
Moon has been pushing Korean majors
to raise their investment in India. 

The reason why the economic
dimension in the partnership is signifi-
cant can be deciphered from the
address Moon made to the India-Korea
Business Forum organised by the
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry. It was attend-
ed by top management of the major
chaebols or large family-owned mega-
conglomerates from Korea, such as
Samsung, Hyundai, and LG. The three
companies command large chunks of
the export and domestic consumer and
industrial markets in Korea. This was
the second such event in less than five

months. In February, Modi had
addressed a mega delegation of 150-
odd Korean companies, wherein he had
exhorted the chaebols to further
expand the $2.7 billion worth of invest-
ment mainly in the automobile and
engineering sectors. Consumer prod-
ucts of Korean companies, such as
Samsung and LG, are household names
and therefore important players in the
Indian consumer market. In the auto-
mobile sector, Hyundai competes
equally with Japanese products, such as
Toyota, Honda, and Mitsubishi.

There are some trade and tariff
issues that need to be sorted out. For
example, India seeks zero duty on items
such as sesame and motor parts. Korea
is reluctant to accede to this request.
South Korea imports 630 per cent duty
on Indian sesame, while imports 24,000
tonnes a year from China at zero duty,

and therefore, India’s request is legiti-
mate. Korea feels that opening tariff
lines to a country ensures zero custom
duty to importers of the country to
which it is opened. The duty is applica-
ble for products under those tariff lines.

From the strategic perspective, the
importance of South Korea in India’s
Indo-Pacific strategy came out clear in
Modi’s keynote address at the Shangri-
La Dialogue on June 1, 2018, when he
mentioned South Korea was an impor-
tant component of the Act East policy.  

During Modi’s visit to South Korea
in 2015, the two sides sought amend-
ment to the bilateral Air Services
Agreement to enhance flight connec-
tivity covering more cities. As Korean
business in Indian cities expands,
Korea would be interested in increas-
ing direct flights from the existing six
in a week. That time, an MoU was

inked on cooperation in audio-visual
co-production, paving the way for co-
production of films, animation and
broadcasting programmes. 

This time during Moon’s visit, five
MoUs in the field of science and tech-
nology were signed. Science and
Technology Minister Harsh Vardhan
and his Korean counterpart You Young
Min signed three MoUs on Programme
of Cooperation 2018-21, Establishment
of Future Strategy Group and
Cooperation in Bio-technology and
Bio-economy. Two other MoUs were
signed between the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research (CSIR) and
South Korean National Research
Council for Science and Technology
and IIT Mumbai and Korea Institute of
Science and Technology, to further
accelerate future-oriented cooperation.

During his visit, Moon inaugurated
a Samsung manufacturing unit, the
largest in the world, in Noida in which
the company has invested $760 million,
demonstrating the trust and business
confidence in Indian market despite the
unhappy experience of POSCO. This is
going to be the world’s largest mobile
phone manufacturing facility, touting
Modi’s pet Make in India to propel
India to become the world’s second-
largest manufacturer of mobile phones
as the number of factories soared to
120 from just two, four years ago. 

Apart from creating four lakh direct
jobs, 30 per cent of the phones manu-
factured at the factory — built at a cost
of �5,000 crore — will be exported to
the Middle East and Africa. India was
already the R&D hub for Samsung, now
it will be a manufacturing base too.

Would India be the next China for
South Korea, as claimed by Korea’s
Trade Minister Kim Hyun-chong? It
may be recalled when South Korea
deployed the THAAD US missile
defense system in 2017, a decision
taken by Moon’s predecessor, a diplo-
matic row broke out between South
Korea and China as the latter felt that
THAAD breached into China’s security.
China adopted a series of economic
retaliatory measures against Korean
products, thereby severely affecting the
Korean economy. South Korea is yet to
recover from this. Moon now seeks to

enhance economic and trade relations
with the ASEAN and India, thus
announcing his southern policy.

Moon’s strategy is laudable but not
without difficulties. Many bilateral eco-
nomic issues concerning trade and tar-
iff need to be sorted out. Moreover, if
Moon targets the ASEAN grouping as a
single package, that would be difficult,
as a strategy that fits all countries may
not be possible as the characteristics of
each country could be different. For
example, if South Korea wants to
expand the market presence of its car-
makers in Indonesia — the largest car
market in Southeast Asia where
Japanese vehicles enjoy 98.6 per cent
market share, but the Korean cars take
up only about 0.1 per cent — the chal-
lenge could be huge. 

On the other hand, India holds the
greatest potential for South Korea and
has the least risk, which is why India is
a priority destination for Korean busi-
nesses. The absence of any sensitive
issue, either historical or geographical,
also works in India’s favour to be a pre-
ferred partner for South Korea. The
Moon Government has, therefore, pri-
oritised India to deepen and strengthen
multidimensional relations.

With its population expected to
reach 1.5 billion in 2030, India has the
potential to emerge as the world’s single
largest market. In view of this, any
nation doing business with another
country may find it irresistible to over-
look India to be a partner in pursuit of
economic prosperity. Moon is aware
that India is eyeing the tag of the
world’s third largest economy by 2030,
after overtaking France as the sixth
largest economy and coming close to
the UK, which is at the fifth place.
Indian economy is at the take-off stage
and is expected to be the world’s third
largest by 2030 with the GDP worth
$10 trillion. This means India is aiming
to overtake the UK, Japan, and
Germany by 2030, to be behind only
the US and China. As far as doing 
business is concerned, India presents
tempting prospects for any country, and
South Korea is well aware of this.   
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